The enamides were prepared according to a modified procedure reported by Lang and coworkers 1 : A mixture of the appropriate benzamide (1 equiv.), phenylacetaldehyde (1 equiv.), benzotriazole (1 equiv.) and p-TsOH (0.1 equiv.) in toluene was heated to reflux for 24 h.
Water formed during the reaction was removed azeotropically by a Dean-Stark apparatus. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure and the residue was submitted to a short filter column to remove unreacted starting material. The obtained crude product was dissolved in dry THF, cooled to 0 °C and NaH (60% in mineral oil, 1.5 eq) was added portionwise. The reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature until full consumption of the starting material. Then Et 2 O was added, washed with K 2 CO 3 and the aqueous phase was extracted three times with Et 2 O. The combined organic layers were dried over Na 2 SO 4 and the solvent was removed under reduced pressure. The crude product was purified by flash chromatography using cyclohexane and EtOAc (+1% v/v NEt 3 ) to obtain both isomers.
(E)-N-Styrylbenzamide 3a:
Yield: 30%, colorless solid. Melting point: 160-162 °C (lit.: 172-173 °C) .
2 1 H-NMR (400 MHz, DMSO-d 6 )  = 164. 5, 135.9, 133.4, 132.3, 129.4, 128.9, 128.0, 127.2, 122.5, 111.1 
. MS (FAB):
m/z = 224 [M+H] + . IR ν max /cm -1 3306, 1645, 1503, 1469, 1266, 1072, 1029, 896, 796, 693 . C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCl 3 )  = 164. 5, 142.9, 136.2, 130.7, 129.6, 128.8, 127.3, 126.8, 125.7, 123.3, 113.4, 21.7 . C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCl 3 )  = 162. 7, 157.2, 136.6, 133.6, 132.7, 128.8, 126.6, 125.7, 123.6, 121.7, 120.5, 113.1, 112.6, 65.2, 15.0 3346, 1635, 1523, 1481, 1239, 1155, 1034, 943, 743, 691 C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCl 3 )  = 164. 5, 160.1, 136.1, 135.1, 129.9, 128.9, 126.9, 125.8, 123.1, 118.9, 118.5, 113.8, 112.7, 55.6 163.5, 162.1, 136.7, 129.6, 128.7, 126.1, 125.4, 125.1, 124.4, 113.7, 112.2, 55.5 163.5, 135.9, 133.8, 132.2, 131.0, 130.9, 130.6, 128.9, 127.5, 127.1, 125.9, 122.5, 114.4 163.4, 135.9, 135.4, 135.2, 132.3, 130.2, 128.9, 127.6, 127.1, 125.9, 125.3, 122.8, 114.5 161.9, 147.9, 136.3, 134.7, 134.1, 130.3, 128.8, 126.5, 126.5, 125.4, 123.8, 122.3, 114.0 9, 152.7, 148.0, 135.8, 135.7, 129.6, 128.9, 127.2, 125.9, 123.9, 122.7, 114.9 The appropriate N-styrylbenzamide (3a-3m) (0.015 mmol, 1.0 eq) was suspended in a 1:1 mixture of dry DCM and Et 2 O (3 mL) and cooled to -78 °C. PIFA (1.2 eq) and TMSOTf (2.2 eq) were added and the reaction mixture was stirred at 0 °C until full conversion of the starting material was observed by TLC monitoring. The reaction mixture was diluted with DCM (3 mL), washed with NaHCO 3 (1 M, 3 mL) and the aqueous phase was extracted with DCM (3 x 3 mL). The combined organic layers were dried over Na 2 SO 4 and the solvent was removed under reduced pressure. The crude product was purified by flash chromatography using cyclohexane and EtOAc. C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCl 3 )  = 161. 5, 151.1, 140.8, 129.7, 129.0, 128.4, 128.3, 126.4, 124.9, 124.3, 123.5, 21.7 C-NMR (100 MHz, CDCl 3 )  = 160. 2, 157.1, 151.0, 131.8, 130.4, 129.0, 128.5, 128.3, 124.2, 123.2, 120.8, 116.9, 113.3, 64.6, 15 128.8, 128.6, 128.1, 124.4, 123.6, 118.9, 117.0, 111.1, 55.6 161.4, 150.8, 129.0, 128.3, 128.3, 128.1, 124.2, 123.4, 120.4, 114.4, 55.5 151.8, 132.5, 131.5, 131.1, 130.8, 129.1, 128.8, 127.9, 127.0, 126.3, 124.5, 123.4 9, 151.9, 135.1, 130.4, 130.3, 129.2, 129.1, 128.8, 127.9, 126.4, 124.5, 124.4, 123.7 N-styrylbenzamide 3a (1.0 equiv.) was suspended in a 1 : 1 mixture of dry DCM and Et 2 O (3 mL) and cooled to -78 °C. PIDA (1.2 equiv.) and TMSOTf (1.2 equiv.) were added and the reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature until full conversion of the starting material as indicated by TLC. The reaction mixture was diluted with DCM (3 mL), washed with NaHCO 3 (1 M, 3 mL) and the aqueous phase was extracted with DCM (3 x 3 mL). The combined organic layers were dried over N 2 SO 4 and the solvent was removed under reduced pressure. The crude product was purified by flash chromatography using cyclohexane and 
HR-MS (ESI)
:
MS (FAB)
Lewis acid promoted conversion of oxazoline 5 to 2,5-diphenyloxazole 4a
TMSOTf ( The oxazoline 5 (1.0 equiv.) was dissolved in a 1:1 mixture of dry DCM and Et 2 O (3 mL) and cooled to -78 °C. TMSOTf (1.2 equiv.) was added and the reaction mixture was stirred at RT until full conversion of the starting material as indicated by TLC monitoring. The reaction mixture was diluted with DCM (3 mL), washed with NaHCO 3 (1 M, 3 mL) and the aqueous phase was extracted with DCM (3 x 3 mL). The combined organic layers were dried over Na 2 SO 4 and the solvent was removed under reduced pressure to obtain the title compound as pure sample in quantitative yield.
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